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University Ranking: Down the lane of history

















Regardless…



NUC globally-applauded ranking, 2001 to 
2006







Note

• No ranking by NUC since  
2006.

• Nature abhors vacuum so “rogue 
elements” claim top ranking in non-
existent NUC ranking



2017 OER Ranking of Universities



Nigerian universities fear 
no giants! Relatively 
young universities 

overtaking the “oldies”



History of University Education in 
Nigeria



Second Generation
ALL ESTABLISHED IN 1975

•Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka1988
•University of Uyo 1991



Third Generation



State Universities
Rivers State University 1979

Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma 1980
Abia State University, Uturu 1981
Enugu State University of Science and 

Technology, Enugu
1981

Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye 1982

University of Ado-Ekiti, Ado Ekiti 1982
Lagos State University 1983



State Universities (contd)
Ladoke Akintola University of 

Technology, Ogbomosho
1990

Imo State University, Owerri 1992

Benue State University, Makurdi 1992

Delta State University, Abraka 1992

Adekunle Ajasin University, 
Akungba-Akoko

1999

Kogi State University, Anyingba 1999



State Universities (contd)
Niger Delta University, Yenagoa 2000
Anambra State University of Science & Technology, 

Uli
2000

Kano University of Technology, Wudil 2000
Ebonyi State University, Abakaliki 2000
Nasarawa State University, Keffi 2002
Adamawa State University, Mubi 2002
Gombe State University, Gombe 2004
Kaduna State University, Kaduna 2004
Cross River State Univ of Science & Technology 2004

Akwa-Ibom State University of Technology 2004



Private Universities

Babcock University, Ilishan-
Remo,

1999

Madona University, Okija, 
Okija 

1999

Igbinedion University, 
Okada,

1999

Bowen University, Iwo 1999



Private universities (contd)

Covenant University, Ota 2002

Pan Atlantic University, Lagos 2002

Benson Idahosa University, Benin 
City

2002

American University of Nigeria, 
Yola

2003



Private universities (contd)

Ajayi Crowther University, Oyo 7th Jan 2005
Al-Hikmah University, Ilorin 7th Jan 2005
Bingham University, New Karu 7th Jan 2005
Caritas University, Enugu 7th Jan 2005
CETEP City University, Mowe 7th Jan 2005
Katsina University, Katsina 7th Jan 2005
Redeemer’s University, Ede  7th Jan 2005
City University, Ibadan 2005



Indicators for the 2021 NUS Rankings



Methodology of the 2021 NUS Rankings





2021 Ranking 
indicators



1. Staff-Student Ratio
2. Percentage Female
3. Percentage of Full Professors
4. Percentage of International Staff
5. Percentage of International Students
6. Percentage of Programmes with FULL accreditation
7. Efficiency
8. ALL Citations Per Capita
9. h-index Per Capita
10. i-10 index Per Capita
11. Google Scholar Presence
12. Contribution to Knowledge Economy

Computing TOTAL







Overall ranking ALL Universities- Top 10



Overall ranking Federal Universities- Top 10



Overall ranking State Universities- Top 10



Overall ranking Private Universities- Top 10



Overall % International staff by Geopolitical Zone



Overall % International Students by Geopolitical Zone



Overall Ranking Performance by Geopolitical Zone



Overall Google Scholar Presence Performance by Geopolitical Zone



Overall ALL Citations Performance by Geopolitical Zone



What is Knowledge Economy?





The Four Pillars of a Knowledge Economy





Knowledge Index



Knowledge Economy Index



Link between ranking and knowledge 
economy



2021 
Rankings on 
Contribution 
to the 
Knowledge 
Economy-
Top 10 
Universities









Conclusions, Recommendations and Take-
aways



Conclusions and Recommendations- 2
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